
The Asia-Pacifi c is a highly dynamic region where 

more than half of the world’s population lives. The 

region also bears the greatest burden of disease, 

both communicable and non-communicable, and is 

recognised as a major source of emerging diseases. It is 

also a very diverse region with countries in various stages 

of development ranging from low-income countries 

such as Cambodia and Papua New Guinea, to middle-

income giants like Indonesia and China, to economic 

powerhouses like Korea and Japan. Health needs, 

and health policy challenges to deal with them, are 

consequently diverse and dynamic.   Within this context 

of transition, there are unprecedented opportunities for 

innovative thinking, knowledge translation and collective 

action on heath policy.

The special issue aims to capture the health policy 

challenges of a region in transition. To distinguish the 

collection from the existing literature, we are seeking 

manuscripts which address one or more of the following 

challenges and themes:

• Changing health needs arising from epidemiological 

transition in Asia and the Pacifi c (e.g. NCDs, mental 

health, injuries);

• Continued threats from emerging and re-emerging 

diseases;

• Health systems strengthening especially in the 

provision of universal health coverage, including 

human resources, fi nancing, information and service 

provision;

• Implementation of international policy instruments 

(e.g. International Health Regulations, Framework 

Convention on Tobacco Control);

• Capacity building needs to address health equity 

(e.g. health worker task- shifting, health research 

gaps);

• Addressing broad determinants of health in a rapidly 

transitioning region;

• Health issues arising from a region of intensifi ed 

trans-border movement (labour, trade of goods and 

services, ideas, counterfeit medicines, contaminated 

food products, etc.);

• Institution building and governance needs, including 

the roles of international and regional organizations 

in dealing with key health issues (e.g. bio-banks, 

access to medicines, etc.);

• Health development aid in a region which contains 

both donors and recipients;

• Special challenges facing isolated and resource-

limited island states;

The guest editors are particularly interested to encourage 

submissions that satisfy the following additional criteria:

• Multi-sectoral and trans-national, i.e. topics that 

capture populations and cross-border issues that do 

not conform to national boundaries;

• Is not simply addressing specifi c clinical/public health 

overviews or interventions;

• Analyses which is regional, cross-sectoral and 

attempts to inter-connect the different levels of local, 

regional and global policy.

Submit one-page outlines of proposed papers to:

Mr Sung Lee

Managing Editor
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